BAIN MUSC 115
Music Theory I

Transformational Triad Spelling
There are four types of triads in the major-minor system: major (M), minor (m), augmented (A), and diminished (d).

If you memorize the 12 root position major triads, and their common enharmonic equivalents (Enh.), you can
quickly arrive at the root position spelling of any triad using the single semitonal transformations described below.

MAJOR TRIADS
Spelling' | Enh.
CEG
CLEL Gi | Dv, F, Ab
D, Fi. A
B>, G, Br
E.GiL.B | F», Ab, G
F, A, C
Fi, A% Ct | Gv, B, D
G, B,D
Ab,C, B | Gi, BY, Df
A, CLE
B\ D, F
B.Di Fi | Cb. Br, Gb

TRANSFORMATIONS

Minor Triads
Major triad, lower the third

C,EG - CE,G
Ct B GE — CHLE, Gt
D,F{, A > D,F, A
etc.

Augmented Triads
Major triad, raise the fifth

C,E,G —» C,E, Gt

Db, F,Ab — Db, F, A

D, Ft, A —> D, Ft, A#
etc.

Diminished Triads
Minor triad, lower the fifth

C,E,G - C B, G

CLE, Gt »> CLE, G

D,F,A - D,F, A>
etc.

CHROMATIC SCALE: COMMON ENHARMONIC EQUIVALENTS?

|BYC | cyD» | D | DVE | E/F | BWF | G | G | G/A | A | AYB) | B/O |

! Root position triad spellings are represented using list notation.
2 Enharmonic spellings that employ double sharps or double flats are also possible.



